
811 E. Morehead St. 
Charlotte, N. c. 
Ua.y 29, 1954 

Governor William B. Umstead 
State of North Carolina 
Raleigh, N. Co 

-A~ ·: l 1954 

Dear Governor Umstead: 

I was horrified at the ruling of non-segregation which the Supreme 
Court has ordered. To me, our States Rights have been taken away 
and we are being dictated to. T/lhat next? Vfu.at else are we going 
to be told we ~ or cannot do? 

I am a taxpayer, as many others are in this state, and when we are 
not given the privilege to say what we can do ·with the money we 
are paying for our own children, I think it is high time the South 
took a firm standl When Negrcfs can pay their own way, then its 
time to see what can be done. But as long as the white people are 
paying for them and keeping them up, they have no right to say 
what will be done ""v~ith "our" money! V~Jhat' s the matter \with our 
government? Are we to be dictated to as the Russian people are 
having done to them today? We are on the straight road to Communism 
with no detours! 

I havP. a two and a half year old boy who will be going to school in 
a few years, and I certainly do not want him having toR~ith Negr~. 
I don't think our Supreme Court or Governnent knows what they are 
doing. This thing is going to cause race riots and we are going 
to be in a worse situation than we are now, if the South lets this 
thing go any further. It's all you can do to get a Negro to work 
and most of the time you can't p,et one to work at all! \1.hy should 
I, and the rest of us, pay for people who want somethli1g for nothing 
and are not even willing to help thenselves? I am willing to pay 
my part for separate schools, as we have done in the past, but until 
the Negro race is willing to accept full responsibility for citizen­
ship, then they shoumd be grateful for what they are getting. It is 
an outrage that we have to support them and then have to enter our 
children in private schools--~ring this additional expense. You 
may be sure that my children will never go to school with them and 
I shall do everythin~ in my power to keep it from becoming an 
established fact. 

Mr. Umstead, I hope that you will stand firm against this thing, 
because I fear for our children if this situation persists. 

Very truly yours, 

R/s. 
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